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Hello everyone,  
 

Summer has arrived and another year has flown by!   
We are now approaching the busy season and wish you 
all a safe and joyful holiday. 
During this time, our village may seem quieter as some of 
our neighbours are busy with preparations and travel.  
However, there are also many who choose to stay at 

home to avoid the hustle and bustle of the roads or are uanble to drive. Let us take this 
opportunity to think of those around us and check in on how they are doing.  
 

On the 27th November our new residents Barry and Maureen Green moved into Villa 
32.  A big WELCOME to you both!  We hope you are settling into your new home and 
are enjoying the village surroundings.   
We also would like to extend our WELCOME to Graham and Daphnie Glover who will 
be moving into Villa 34 on the 19th December.  We look forward to getting to know you 
all and having you all as part of our village. 
 

The Melbourne Cup event was a pleasant afternoon as always, with refreshing punch 
and plenty of tasty food that everyone brought along to share.   
 

It was nice to have some entertainment at the end of the this month, it was a good turn 
out from the Te Puru School Kapa Haka Group who offered to perform to us, and also 
the annual village residents Choir Concert was thouroughly enjoyed. 
 

The Christmas tree was put up on display in the foyer earlier than usual adding to the 
festive cheer! Thank you to Pamela and Ross Yeates for putting this together so 
beautifully.  The rest of the decorations will be up very soon before the dinner on the 
13th December.  Don’t forget to put your name down if attending, hope to see you all 
there! 
 

The office will be closed from Midday Tuesday 23rd December to the 11th January. 
Robyn will be on reception duties on Tuesday 30th December and Tues 6th,7th & 8th of 
January. 
Please do not hesitate to phone the office after hours or call Stepanie or Amy on their 
mobiles. Greg and Linda will be working over Christmas and New Year doing the 
essential duties and all staff will be back on usual routines from Monday 12th January. 
 

For the rubbish pick up on the Wednesday 24th & 31st can you please make sure 
you have your rubbish out for Greg to collect by 10.00am.  
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Melbourne Cup Afternoon 

Choir Performance 

Have a Very Merry Christmas and Wonderful New Year!   
 

From Stephanie, Amy, and all staff at Richmond Villas       
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Residents Committee & Upcoming Events 

 

Message from the Committee. 
 

Melbourne Cup Day was a great success and we want to thank Norm for making the punch, 
Dennis on the piano and Gary for organizing the sweep stakes.  Also, a huge thank you to those 
of you who agreed to be horses in our fun race. 
 

Our Christmas dinner is on the 13th December cost per person is $25 which is subsidized by 
Management and Committee. Punch and Wine supplied but your welcome to bring your own.  
Please put your name down at reception if attending. 
 

Christmas donation box is in the dining room, for you to add an item to.   Your contribution 
will be made up along with other donated items for the Christmas Hampers, which are raffled-
off at the Christmas Dinner in December.   Many thanks in advance everyone. 
 

► Friday Mix n Mingle Happy Hour:  4:30pm start.  Raffles: The weekly Raffle is drawn on 
Friday night @ 5:30pm.  Tickets are $1 for 2 draws; the jackpot is running – the winner must be 
present to collect the jackpot.   
Come along at 4.30pm grab your Raffle Ticket and join in the fun.   If you want a lift – phone 
Graeme Woodward: 868-6252 (or phone Gary Pye, or the office), and the village buggy will pick 
you up! 
 

Please note on Friday 26th December there will be no one on duty at Mix and Mingle so 
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN NIBBLES ALONG. 
Residents Committee will be back on duty on Friday 2nd January for Mix and Mingle. 
 

► Events this month: -  
 

• Santa Parade:  Saturday 6th December starts at 11am. Richmond Villa’s will be 
participating in the parade and decorating our “BUGGY” and Scooters.  Anyone 
interested in being involved with this should see or contact Graham Woodward 
before the 6th Dec.  Any suggestions would be appreciated.  We plan to leave in 
convey around 9.30am on Saturday as we must assemble on Mackay Street by 
10.30am. 

 

• Friday Forum:   Friday 12th December. Come along at 10am for a cuppa, Amy 
and Stephanie will be along at 10.30am to chat about current happenings in the 
village and provide you an opportunity to give feedback on / discuss any relevant 
village matters.   
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• CHRISTMAS DINNER:  Saturday 13th December 4.30pm. Names need to 

be in and paid at reception by 8th December. Cost per person is $25, Guests pay 
$45p.p. Punch and wine supplied and your welcome to bring your own. 

 

• Birthday Afternoon Tea: Thursday 11th December 2.30pm All welcome 

to come along and celebrate those who have birthdays in September, October, 
November & December. 

    

• SUPER BLUES MEETING: Monday 15th December at 1.15pm to 3.30pm 
Guest speaker is our own MP Scott Simpson alone to reflect on the year gone by and year 
ahead AND responding to anything asked of him on any subject.  Scott’s ministerial 
responsibilities are Minister for ACC and Minister of Commerce & Consumer Affairs.  
Afternoon tea served at the conclusion of the meeting. We do need to know numbers in 
advance, so please let Ron know ronjamieson@xtra.co.nz or phone reception.  Cost is $10 
you can pay cash on the day. 
 

• Barbeque (Hamburger, Chips & Ice Cream): Friday 19th December 

4.30pm. There will be the usual mix and mingle followed by a BBQ. Cost is $10 

per person (pay at the door).  Our resident musician will play Christmas carols and 
you can all sing along for a happy entertaining evening. Names need to be on the 
board by Wednesday 17th December.  

 

• NEW YEARS EVE: Wednesday 31st December 7.30pm  

There will be a social get together for all those who wish to come to the center.  A 
relaxed evening spent with residents and friends.  Please bring a small plate for 
supper to share.  
 
 

❖ Kerepehi Brass Band performing at St George’s Church:  
Saturday 6th December at 7.00pm, don’t miss their Christmas Spectacular! 
Tickets available at the door, cost for Adults $15 p.p 
 

❖ Christmas Lunch at St James Union Parish Church Hall, Pollen Street: On 
Xmas Day Thursday 25th December 11.30am for 12pm to 1.30pm (no charge).  
Bookings essential, please let them know by 23rd December.  
Phone: Judy 027 200 9995, transport is available.  Organised by ‘A Place At The 
Table Trust.’ 

 

►    Coming Up, January: -  
 

•  Mix n Mingle & Sausage Sizzle: Friday 16th January 4.30pm. Bring along $2 
 

mailto:ronjamieson@xtra.co.nz
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Happy Birthday to those born in DECEMBER!! 
       02 Pat Richards      03 Barbara Mclean      06 Peter Jenkin      06 Jill Muir  

     06 Annette McLeary      09 Kathy Hart      15 Phil Ireland   

     18 Don Snowden      19 Gordon Bruce      22 Joanna Farrell  

      24 Maureen Wiseman      25 Natalie Murdoch      31 Thelma Ditchfield 

Birthday Afternoon Tea will be held in December in celebration for those who had 

birthdays in September, October, November and December (everybody welcome!) 
 

Regular Activities______________                                 __ 
 

►Visitors entering the Community Lodge are required to sign in under our health and safety policy. 

 

 ►VILLAGE BUGGY: Phone Graham Woodward to arrange pick-up / drop-off, to / from any 

events or activities in the village 

 

❖ Spec Savers:   Tuesday 16th December 9:45am.   

Call in for a free clean / minor adjustment of your glasses!  
 

❖ Thames BLIND & LOW VISION Support Group:  Thursday 4th December at 
10:00am.   Every FIRST THURSDAY of the month.   This group is open to the public and is 

for anyone affected by low vision, including support people, e.g. partners and friends.  
Extend an invite to anyone you may know who can benefit.    
►Any queries, contact Michelle Mackie, Community & Volunteer Coordinator at Blind   
Low Vision NZ.  Ph: 022-010-3254 or email: mmackie@blindlowvision.org.nz 
Next meeting will be Thursday 5th February 2026. 

 
❖ CHANGE  OF  PAK n SAVE  SHOPPING  DAYS in Village Van: 

Tuesday 23rd Dec at 9.00am, Tuesday 30th Dec at 9.30am & Wednesday 7th Jan 9.30am 
There will be NO main street shopping pick up from 25th December to 8th January. 

 
❖ SWIMMING POOL CLEANING – CHANGE OF DAYS & TIME: Due to Xmas and 

New Years Day falling on a Thursday the pool will be closed for cleaning on 
Wednesday 24th & 31st December from 9am to 12pm. 

 
❖ TAI CHI – Fridays at 10:30am – try out the relaxing and uplifting benefits of Tai Chi.  Done 

via You Tube on our new projector screen. Come and try it out - a wonderful way to 
enhance your day!  Note:  start time will change to 9:30am when the Friday Forum is on. 
Last day for the year will be 19th Dec, starting back up on the 9th January. 

mailto:mmackie@blindlowvision.org.nz
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❖ BOLIVIA – Every Wednesday at 12:45pm.  Do you enjoy playing cards?  If interested in 
learning and playing Bolivia, come along and try it out.  Played in groups of four, with 
partners.  Contact Jilly Warburton 027 314 2582. 
 

❖ INDOOR BOWLS- Every Wednesday at 10:00am in the Main Hall, Community Lodge 
 

❖ CHESS CLUB – Are you interested in playing Chess?  Please contact Dennis Matthews on 

027 292 1376.  Held on Level 2 in the small lounge (“Tea Room”) of the apartment block on 
Tuesdays at 10.00am, beginners are welcome. 
 

❖ CHOIR: 2.00pm Every Tuesday in the Community Lodge Main Hall. 
 

❖ Exercises with Judy: classes are held at the Community Lodge, Main Hall 10-11am Mondays. 
Last day for the year will be 15th December, starting back up 9th February 
 

❖ Exercise Class with Jenny Brett: 11:00 am Mondays – exercise for strength and balance, 
 can be done sitting or standing.  Come along and give it a go, or come and get back in 
 to it (as the saying goes: use it, don’t lose it!) – a very beneficial class for maintaining  
strength and balance.  Small charge of $3 per class paid to Jenny, class is open to the public.  
Last day 15th December, starting back up 3rd February. 

 

❖ 500 Card Group: Mondays at 1:30pm:  All welcome to join, we are happy to teach new players. 
 

❖ Rummikub – Learn To Play: Tuesdays, Wednesday & Thursdays, Learn to play every 
Wednesday at 2.00pm. 

 

❖ Mahjong – 1pm Tuesdays – New people welcome! 

 

❖ Scrabble:  NOW ON Fridays at 1.30 pm.  anyone interested in playing scrabble or 

giving it a go please come along, currently a small group - more players very welcome   
   

❖ Needlework Craft Mornings 10.00am:  The Wednesday morning needle craft group is 
meeting in the Apartment Block ground floor lounge at 10:00am.  All welcome to come 
along.   

 

❖ Crafts: Thursday’s 10.00am held in the Community Lodge craft room.  Last day 11th 
December, starting back up 5th February. 

 
❖ Pool - every Tuesday & Friday 1.30pm – More players wanted - come and join the Pool 

session!!  This is a call-out for more people to come along and try it out – whether a 
beginner, a shark, a woman, a man - all are welcome to join this fun activity!   
 

❖ Housie: Every Sunday from 1.30pm, for a 2pm start, followed with Afternoon Tea at 3pm.  

Last day is Sunday 21st December, starting back Sunday 11th January. 
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Movie Afternoon: “TINA”  Saturday 20th December at 1.30pm:   
New Zealand Drama, 2024 / Director: Miki Magasiva.      
Tina is a a Samoan teacher, Mereta, who is struggling after the death 

of her daughter in the Christchurch earthquakes.  Mereta reluctantly 

takes on the role of substitute teacher at an elite, wealthy private 

school.  She is surprised to find students crying out for guidance, 

inspiration and love.  She sees an opportunity to form a choir, and so 

the story unfolds.  A moving story with humour and good acting.  

❖ Mix and Mingle Evening:   Every Friday 4.30pm, at the Community Lodge.   
Remember the village buggy can pick you up!   

 
   

❖ Shopping Main Street: Every Thursday – Depart using the Thames Connector at 09.47am 
(from community lodge foyer) and the Village Van will pick you up at 11.00am 
outside the Civic Centre.  There will be NO shopping pick up on Thursdays from 

the 25th December to 8th January. 
Shopping Pak n Save: Every Friday – 9.30am The Village Van will drop you 

off at Pak n Save and pick you up at 10.30am.  Please note change of days over the 
holiday time are; Tuesday 23rd Dec at 9.00am, Tuesday 30th Dec at 9.30am & Wednesday 
7th Jan at 9.30am. 
 

❖ Pre-Loved Clothes Rack – for all newcomers who may not know – there is a very popular 
clothes rack in the craft room for anyone who has a garment (in good condition) that they 
no longer want.   You can leave the garment on the rack for others in the village (free of 
charge).  You can also help yourself to anything on there that you may fancy.  The rack is 
emptied-out every couple of weeks, with anything left on it taken to a second-hand shop in 
town.    

 
❖ Hairdresser Appointments: With Carina, Tuesdays & Fridays.  

Appointments can be made via Reception.   

 

❖ VILLAGE PHYSIOTHERAPIST:  

TUESDAY Afternoons from 12pm & WEDNESDAY Mornings from 9am     

Half hour appointments.   Phone/txt  Julie: 027 281 4980 to book your appointment.   

Last day Tues 23rd December will be returning Tuesday 6th January. 

 
Reminder:  GREENWASTE pick-ups every Monday and Friday mornings – except 
Public Holidays.  Please put your green waste out regularly to avoid a rotting pile and to keep 
the load light, for Linda to lift on to the truck.   Use a second bin if necessary.  Also, please 
leave it out the night before pick-up, or by 7:45am on Monday/Friday.    
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PLEASE NOTE: There will be NO Green Waste pick up on Friday 26th December & 
Friday 2nd January. 
 

General:____________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE TO NOT REMOVE items from the Community Lodge Kitchen Fridge if they do Not 
belong to you. 
 

Reminder:  Village Master Key / AFTERHOURS contacts:   Gary Pye holds a 

Master Key to ALL villas and knows how to access the Apartment master tags also.   
You can contact Gary outside office hours if you need to access your villa or apartment.  Of 
course, Gary may not always be onsite, but there is a good chance that he is, and if not try 
Christine Rogers in Apartment 84 as a back-up.    

►If for some reason the OFFICE phone is not connecting through, you can contact Amy 
or Stephanie on their cell phones - this is preferable to leaving a voicemail.     
PHONE:   Amy: 021-150-0697 or Stephanie: 027-355-5068.    
 

REMINDER: please be safe on your scooters! 
Queen Street is a busy road and we urge you to please use the appropriate 
crossings provided.   
There is a ramp access right opposite our village gates, on for easy access 
on to the Richmond Street footpath (look for the yellow lines). 
There is also a special crossing place at the Richmond – Queen Street 

intersection.  Have a look, see where it is, and use this, rather than crossing as if you would 
in a car. Scooters are smaller and harder to see, some cars drive a lot faster than they should, 
and some drivers get impatient at the intersection.  Using the crossing allows you to stop in 
the middle, and continue on when safe to do so.  
 

SPEEDING:  Please make sure that your visitors are aware of the speed limit, 15km, as it is 

predominantly visitors, service people, caregivers who forget, or who don’t see the signage. 
 

Please refrain from feeding birds in the village.  There is 

plenty of food around for birds at this time of year, and it is healthier for our 
feathered friends to eat naturally foraged food, rather than our scraps. 
Uneaten scraps can encourage rodents and the like, and even feeding bird 
seed can still lead to clean washing on the line being spoiled!  We also do not  

want to encourage Pigeons in to the village, which generally stick to the wharf area, but have also 

been seen lately venturing in to the village! 
 

Reminder:  Doggy ‘Business’!  While we love our furry friends, we 

can not really say the same for their ‘business’ left on lawns and gardens.    
Please always pick-up, to keep everyone happy.   
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The gardening staff are also very thumbs-up to this!    
And, as we all know, dogs must be walked on a lead in the village.  Thanks!   
 
 

BOOK REVIEW: AUTHOR, Richard Osman;  

The Thursday Murder Club Series. 
 

Richard Osman ;  The Thursday Murder Club Series.  

Richard Osman’s books particularly The Thursday 

Murder Club receive positive reviews for their witty, cozy mystery style, endearing characters 

and strong sense of British humour which provides many a laugh out loud moments. His work 

is often described as cozy crime. The books are easy to read and are ideal for relaxing summer 

holiday reading. The series follows four unlikely elderly friends - Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim, 

and Ron who live in the Cooper Chase Retirement Village and who meet weekly to discuss and 

investigate unsolved murders.  

 

The Thursday Murder Club (2020)  In the first book of the series,  a murder occurs on their 

doorstep, and  they are drawn into a live case. The book is a cozy mystery that explores themes 

of aging, friendship, and isolation with wit and compassion.  
 

The Man Who Died Twice (2021) Elizabeth receives a letter from an old colleague who needs 

her help with a case involving stolen diamonds, a violent mobster, and threats to his life. She 

and her friends investigate, hoping to find the diamonds as well as a ruthless murderer. This 

installment sees Ibrahim dealing with the aftermath of an attack, with the group supporting his 

recovery as they work the case.  
 

The Bullet That Missed (2022) The gang takes on a cold case involving a TV journalist who 

disappeared a decade earlier.  This book is part of the series that continues the witty dialogue 

and cozy mystery style of the previous books.  
 

The Last Devil to Die (2023) This is the fourth book in the series, it continues to follow the 

adventures of the Thursday Murder Club as they continue to solve mysteries together.  
 

The Impossible Fortune (2025)  The fifth book in the series reunites the quartet at a wedding 

they are attending which is disrupted by a kidnapping and a death, drawing them back into their 

investigative work.  

While the mystery aspect is well crafted and often surprising, much of the appeal of the stories 

is  the endearing characters and the journey itself, not just the solution to the crime. Major 

theme across all of the books is the importance of friendship, trust and respect  especially 

among the older protagonists. As with all series some books are better than others and they 

don’t have to be read in order but references to past events are woven throughout the books, 

so reading them out of order might result in spoilers or confusion.  

The fifth book in the series is available currently in bookshops and on line and could make an 

ideal Christmas gift for a book loving friend to enjoy over the holiday season. Other books in 

the series are also available but you may need to check whether they are currently in stock. 

Carsons has some copies of the latest book. Thames library also has copies. 
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INGREDIENTS: 
 

Courgettes, grated - 2 
Frozen peas - 250 g 
Mint, chopped - 1/4 cup 
Shallot, roughly chopped - 1 
Eggs - 2 
Plain yoghurt - 2 Tbsp 
Milk - 1 Tbsp 
Plain flour - 2 Tbsp 
Baking powder - 1 tsp 
Salt - 1/2 tsp 
Pinch of pepper 
Zest of 1 lemon, plus Juice of 1 lemon for the Feta Sauce 
Lemon juice - 1 Tbsp 
Olive oil for frying - 1/4 cup 
Salad greens, to serve - 2 cups 
 

Feta Sauce 
Feta - 75 g 
Olive oil - 1/4 cup 
Garlic clove (optional) 

 
 

 

 

RECIPE:     Courgette, Pea and Feta Fritters 
 

Prep: 10mins / Cook time 15 mins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

METHOD: 
 

1. Squeeze the grated courgette in paper towels to remove some of the juice. 
 

For the feta sauce, place all of the ingredients in a food processor and blend until 
smooth. Place into a small bowl and refrigerate. 

 

In a heat-proof bowl, pour boiling water over the peas to thaw, then drain. 
 

2. In the food processor (leaving any remaining feta sauce in there), pulse the peas 
until chunky, then transfer to a large bowl. Add in the remaining ingredients, 
except the oil and salad greens, stirring well to combine. 
 

3. In a large frying pan, heat oil and cook large tablespoons of the batter until 
brown. Flip and cook until golden brown and cooked through, about 1-2 minutes. 
Set aside on a paper towel to drain off any excess oil. 
 

4. Serve the fritters drizzled with feta sauce and salad greens on the side. 
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Getting Around… 
 

► TOTAL MOBILITY SCHEME -   Discounted Taxi Fares 50% off taxi fares!   To be 

eligible for the discounted fare you must apply for this through Age Concern.   

set-up charge is $25 or you can JOIN Age Concern Hauraki-Coromandel for $15 and 

get free  set-up (saving $10), as of 1st November 2024. 
It is funded in partnership by central government and The Mobility Scheme, for people who are 

unable to drive due to a disability (for e.g. vision impairment). To apply for a card, phone Age 
Concern: 07-868-9790 or email: info@achc.org.nz   This is a simple and friendly process 
and worth doing for those times outside of Connecter Van hours (9-3pm), or on 
weekends and public holidays, or any other time. 
 

What are the benefits of joining Age Concern Hauraki-Coromandel? 

• Free Total Mobility Card for any age if you fit the criteria. (As of 1st Nov 2024) 

• Receiving the quarterly newsletter via email, or you can choose to have this posted. 

• Receiving email updates and information on local events or news that may be of interest 

• As a financial member, your voice can be heard at our Volunteer Board Meetings. You can 

meet with one or all of our Board members and/or present your case at a full Board meeting. 

• You will be invited to our AGM and have voting and nomination rights. 

 

What does Age Concern do?  Age Concern Hauraki-Coromandel provides valuable services such 

as; their Volunteer Visiting Service, Chinwag Café, Steady As You Go, Driver Refresher courses, 

quarterly newsletters and the Total Mobility service.  They are the ‘go-to’ for information. 

 

► St John Health Shuttle:  Please allow at least 24 hours prior to your appointment 
booking.  Call them between 9am and 3pm Monday to Friday on 0800 934 287.   
The shuttle will transport to Doctors/Hospital appointments in the Waikato district.   
A donation towards the cost of the journey is appreciated. 
 

► Thames Connector: Thames Connector, Monday – Friday, 9 – 3pm.    
Free for Gold Card holders.  Time tables available at Reception, and on TCDC website.  
  

► Thames Taxis: (07) 868 3100 
 

       

mailto:info@achc.org.nz

